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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of Conversation

pATE: April 16, 1948

SUBJECT: PUBLICITY ON BOGOTA INTELLIGENCE REPORTS

. CIA = Bear Admiral R, H. Hillenkostter
PARTICIPANTS: 3/8 - ¥r., B 1 !
84vA~ Er, irssirong

COPIES TO: (Y PM ey
Bt

M,

el 11403

Upon entering Addmiral Nillenkoetter's office, hbs said to

Mr. Armstrong, "Well, I kept you aoff the spot, didn'i I™ To
- thig Mr. Mrmatrong replied, "Perhaps, but you certainly put

the State Department on 1it.® Admiral Hillenkosttor sdmitted

*
1

Admire)l Hillenkostter then described the ciroumstences of
the bearing before the Comxmittes headed by Congressman Clarence
Brown on the preceding day. He said thet the statement which
he hed made before ths Cosmittes had bean shown to Admira]l Leshy
(and indigetsd that the President had been consulted in the
matter) and that he had then shovm 1t to Sesretary Forrestal.
Ee stated that Admirsl Leshy and Sesretary Forrestal hed told
him to go ahead with the statsment even if it involved a pudblie
hearing. Admirel Hillenkostter giated that ths hearing before
the Committee had been first in oxsoutive sessaion, but that
upon itx gompletion, the Chalrman hed called in the press and
required him to resd his statsmant agaln te the reporters.

Mr. BEunwlsines requested Admiral Hillenkostter to explain

his references in his testimony to the CIA report dly
"ownsored™ by a Nr. 0. J. Libart si Bogotd. m,ﬁlﬁ.mm

Ploksd up & memorandum, & copy of which is attached, and read it.
The
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The memorsndusm had been prepared, he sald, by the CIA Agent -
in Bopota and was an explanation of the A-ent's {

fhetructions t3 CIA in Washington that the messags he ssnt en =

Mareh 23rd should noi be forwarded to the State Despartment.

Mr. Bumelsine and Ky, Armstron; noted that the statement did not

indicate that Ambassador Beaulac had interposed any objesstlon

to ths message being treansmitted to the State Departmsnt and that

the CIA Agent bsd accepted unquestioningly the authority of an

ainminisgtrative ofricer of the Intsrnational Gonlferonces Division

ss sufficient to block the tronsmission of the mesasge. Mr. Arm-

strong asiked vhy the Agent had not gone bacsk to the Axbassador

and urged the sending of the informstion, if he thought 1t was

important. Admiral Hillenkoetter responded that the Agent had |

to "1ive™ with the Zmoassy and therefors could not afford te

gntagonize the perscnnel thers.

Mr, Humelsine then said to Admiral Hillenkcetter, "It is
inconceivabls to me that you personally could have had the ine
formatlion o which your man & Stached auch importance and not
have sent it to the Department regardliess of your subordinate ‘s
ingtructions from Bogota.* Admiral Hillenkoetter replioed that
in hindafight he felt he should have done so and that, in fast,
when the information was rscelved, on or about March 23, he had
suggested doing so. However, ln & discussion of the mattsr with
his Deputy, Genoral B. K. Wright, his Executive Jfflicer,
Captain Ford, anid Colonael "allowny, the Deputy Dlrector for
Special Oporstions, he had been sdvised agalnst doing mo :n thae

s that thelr man in Bogots would bs placed in serious trouble
vis=-a-vis ths Amcassador and the staff.

Admiral Hillenkoetter went on to indicate the genersl
character of the difffculties which his ovorseas covert opsrations
have encountersd at various posts. He particu-
larly referred to a situatlion

and polinted out that the
mad had gone ;t;Hln Deptember 1 and hadé not ms vet Losn
anvle to make' offfGlal report or even sensd official word of -
his arrival on duty. Mr. Bumelsine sald thwi tliiz was news Lo

him and, 1t being a serious matter, would be investl-ated at once.

Admirel Hillenkoetter then recited the hiastory of the efiorts
CIn has mede to obtain departmental agresment to the snlargement
of its overseas staff and sald that since July 1347 lLs had becn --
trying to Jet _qan e ditional number af mgents {0
without success. Ho stated that he had taxlked to sir. Paurlfoy
abuut it last full and had at first found him sympathetic to him
request «nd to the CIa'a staflfing problem. After & further dela:,
Mr. Prurifey had wristten him to the effect that the sdditlonal

assi-nnents
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an-ipnmlntl not only would not be :ranted, bubt that by Junuary
lat the overséas rforce would hLave tc be redured $¢ no more than
200 agents. He rocsllied that ¥r, Peurifoy hnd subssguently told
hix that be had sisned t1is loetter only with "vreat reluctance”,
Admiral Hilienkoetter r~ sunted conversatlions which he had hud
with Mr. Armour, Mr. Heal, Mr. kavndul, &nd others on the subject
in which the divergence of views on tha functlon of CIA in the
risld becams apparent. He gtated that he had alac talked to
Secrstary Porrestal and that the latter had talked to ¥r. Lovett,
It had been sgreed between them that the Committoee survoying

CIA operations headed by Mr, Allen Uulles would attempi t

rezclve the lmpuzuss.

Admirel Hillenkoetter sald that the CIA had been unjusti-

_ fiably, in his opinion, put on the spod¥ by the State vepartment's
failure to releaso publicly the informstion which had been ziven
by Linecoln hite at a Thurseday evening, aApril 15th, prsas conferance
and that he thouzht the Department deserved whatever heat mi. kit
now be on it., Mr, Humelsine polnted out that tha State Uspari=
ment Jooked upon this situetion as belng the responsibility of
the Exeoutive sranch of the Government, nct of onedepartment
which could disslaim responsibllity oy shirting the burden to
another, He asked the Director why he had not informed the
Department that CIa was undsy prsssure and regussted 1ts coocpora-
tion. Mr. Humolsine recallsd tc the Director that he hed tele-
phoned him, at Mr. Lovett's requsst, when he first heard that
thsre would be & congressional investigation and had asked him
1f shere was anything the State Jepartment could do to help.
¥r., Armatron-s sald that he too had telephonad the Zirector :in
the sams vein and noted that in neither case hud the Dirsctor
indicsted that the CIAA was under disturding pressure or that
the dtate Department could, or should, do anything in the elir-
cumstances.  Admirsl Hillenkoetter referred to the fect that
the newspsapers and radio haod contimmous)y indicsted that CIi
was belng held accountable for the alleged intallligencs fallure
at bBotota and sald that the Cepartment should have known thut
the only eorrecctive would be Lo issue a statement on the
quantity and q:nlit: of information that had been avallable,

Admire]l Hillenkcetter then reverted to the difficulties
he has encountered in yetilin: his program ixmplemented throurh
the Stote Lepurtment and the Forsipn Service und sald that he
woull much prefeyr to have relations with the lepartment cen-
traliced in one office amd that (£ he could do alil of his

business
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buniness with Mr. Armstrong's office, he tiought that bstter
results would ensrue, He emphasizsd that his relations with
liv. Armstrong and the substantive side of intellirence were
satisfectory, and thet he hoped that the Department would Lake
ateps to make hig rolutions center in one place. Mr. Humslsine
sald that he though% this was essantial and should he carrisd
into effeat and he would se report te Mr. Lovett.

In closing, Admirel Hillenkoetter stated that if relations
with the Departoent did aot '‘mprove in the near futurs

he intended to® inform the Presldant sand, 1f necesssry,
he Congress, that they could not hold him responsible ror obtalne
ing the intelligense information that he is ocharged with at
present. He stated that hs would have to bring the blocking

of his plans by ths Depsrtment to publlc notice, sinee not, in
some oases, he 18 able to get only 60X or less of the i{nformatlon

tl;;t he should and would get LI hia program were fully put inte
a ect,

$/8:CHHume] sine s DEM
LA=Avi Parmatrong
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t atalls < B
the U.S5. delegation he Fan American Confercnce, schuediuled Lo cormsence
on march 3Uth. oxplained thiat he had information to the cffest
that Cosrmnist pir slements would attewpt to embarruss una dlscredlt

our fecretary of Ltate wnd the U.S. delegation upon arrival In S0 otay,
which was expected by the police to be about -arch 7th. ihe purpose of
his request was Lo enables the pollice to rrovids adequsatle protsction and
thue avoid any lncldent witfeh might cause the Unlted Ltutes or the
Coleombian Jovernment embarreussient. 7The polics informutlion was to the
effest thmt tlie Secretary would be assaulted by & hostlle dmwonatration
1n witleis rotten egge and tometoes would be hurled.

e Irmediately upon recelpt of this informution the U.S.
Amwbasasdor was orally cdvised by ms at hia office in the -wbassy of
all the detulls. e requested thet the inforwstlon be passed to the
spbassy dministrutive J.ficer, Mr. Zdward Cr uch, and to a ar, O. de
Libert, an offiaer of the JYivigion of Intsrnation Confernces of tho
Stete Uepartmsnt, identified to me uz the advancs sgent for the U.Se
delegation. |

5. ‘“he Administrative CffSicer and kr, Libert ware both ad-
¥ised of thess clroumstances and requested to supply my office with the
necessiry inrormation for sransmlaszion to the police. Since thers was
1ows Uncertainty as to the exmot arrival dates of {eneral irsheil
wnd the U.S5, delegation, these pentlemen wers uuable to aupply the
precise information needed, but indicated that they would pass this
information to our offlce when known.

4. sSeveral conferences wors held thereafter with .r. .lDert
on the subject, during the couras 5 wilch I su; asted timt ~elieTal
mxrsnsll bs atprised of the gzravity of the situution so that Le ~ight
advise the smbassy of his specifie plins for arrival a4t tue Loniersnce.
Ky, Libert deoided that u cabls to the tate separtment, no matter how
highly clusaifled, would pass through o0 muny hands and would, in hls
opinio:n, esuse alarm. £He el that i it wers LecesSAry Lo coramunloate
with ;eneyal murshall or this subject 1t would be betier lor lim to
direct an sirmall letser tc Jenersl Cersiall which would e seen by
the -ecretary only. e goncluded therefore that hs would like the
privilege of advisinsg Mdr. Earsnall himsalf 1f he felt Lt necesaary
in the circumstanses.”

Se Limediately thereafter I requested three proven Y. urces, ;
E ¢ j; to report at !

Ence, ALY Coliirwing inlormat.on. Un 25 sapch e received a report
¥ to demonstrate analnst ¢

that the Commnists had devised 3
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Seoretuyy Harshall sod the U.S. velegution upon thelr arrival, sod that
these demonstrations would lnvolve possibdle perscnal molestaticn of ..:.

porsocclities. <Sineces this information confirmed tie raport we had
sarller reccilvaed 1 felt cbliged to urge upon ir. nioert
the neceasity of Wupplyin- us th informution on the teoreturs's wirlvel

-van &t that lats dole, 1T was not known speclifceelly what .jenersl
~arshall's plans were and sincs dr. Libert atlll felt tnat notice

to Tteneral ilurshull xicht cuuse undue alarm, i elected tc send & cabvls
to -as:in-ton Hosdquarterscutliningthe situstion s stated & cve, and
indloating kr, !lbert': position in the matter, Wy purpose in vending
the cuble was to ladicate that the information was In sur hands and
that we had done everything within ocur power to make the information
avallable to the arbassadeor and te the State cepartment‘'s sdvance agant
for tha d.l-gntos. & request that the informution be not passed to
the State .erartrment was rade sclely becsuse of lr, Libert's expressed
wishas that nny corTunication of this matter to washinsiton be handled
by him,

J3C
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